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Although the investment represents continued delivery of the ITP program, the Next 

Generation strategy is expected to reduce future operating costs through: (i) lower 

software licensing costs; (ii) reduced platform complexity; (iii) reduced maintenance 

effort; (iv) decreased third-party development dependency; and (v) improved operational 

efficiency. These efficiencies establish a more sustainable long-term operating model 

while preserving the investments already made in the platform. 

The ITP supports ICANN's mission by providing a secure, scalable, and efficient 

platform for publishing information to the global Internet community in the public interest 

by improving the sustainability, efficiency, and resilience of ICANN's digital publishing 

services while enabling continued transparency and access to multilingual information. 

This action has a fiscal impact that will be incorporated into approved and planned 

budgets.  

This action is expected to have a positive impact on the security, stability, and resiliency 

of ICANN's digital publishing platform and supporting infrastructure. 

This is an Organizational Administrative Function and does not require public comment. 

Submitted by:     Sally Newell Cohen, SVP Communications 

Date Noted:      4 September 2026 

Email:     sally.newellcohen@icann.org 
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Maintaining appropriate engineering and operational capacity contributes positively to 

the security, stability, and resiliency of ICANN's technology services and supporting 

infrastructure. 

This is an Organizational Administrative Function and does not require public comment. 

Submitted by:   Andre Abed, CIO & Head of Engineering & IT 
Date Noted:    12 August 2026 
Email:   andre.abed@icann.org  
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functionality, ensure timely incident response, maintain system stability, and support critical 

business processes. 

Whereas, the BFC recommended that the ICANN Board pass the following resolution. 

Resolved (2026.09.06.xx), the Board authorizes the President and CEO, or his designee(s), to 

enter into, and make disbursements in furtherance of, a contract  

 in the aggregate, for system development and support needed for the New gTLD 

Program: 2026 Round. 

Resolved (2026.09.06.xx), specific items within this resolution shall remain confidential for 

negotiation purposes pursuant to Article 3, section 3.5(b) of the ICANN Bylaws until the 

President and CEO determines that the confidential information may be released. 

PROPOSED RATIONALE: 

Confidential Negotiation Information

Confidential Negotiation Information

Confidential Negotiation Information

Confidential Negotiation Information





 

ICANN BOARD PAPER NO. 2026.09.06.2a 

TITLE: ICANN’s 2026 Annual Strategy Review 

PROPOSED ACTION: For Board Consideration and Approval 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The five-year Strategic Plan establishes a vision and a set of strategic objectives in service of 

ICANN's Mission. Tracking new and shifting trends affecting ICANN and the Internet is a 

step in ICANN’s strategic planning process. The Board, through the Board Strategic Planning 

Committee (BSPC), oversees the Annual Strategy Review Program to identify relevant trends 

and events that inform ICANN’s strategic planning efforts. The objective of the Annual 

Strategy Review Program is to ensure that the Strategic Plan is on track and remains relevant 

and to evaluate if any strategic adjustments are necessary. 

After its review of the outcomes of the Environmental Scan sessions conducted between 

February and April 2026, the BSPC recommends that the ICANN Strategic Plan for Fiscal 

Years 2026 - 2030 does not need to be updated to address these trends. For transparency and 

responsiveness to community dialogue, the BSPC further recommends that, when taking this 

decision, the Board identifies how the key trends are to be addressed during implementation 

of the Strategic Plan, even though changes to the Strategic Plan itself are not warranted.  

 

BOARD STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  
 

The Board Strategic Planning Committee has evaluated the ICANN Strategic Plan for Fiscal 

Years 2026–2030 against the ICANN 2026 Annual Strategy Review Report and recommends 

that no restatement of the Strategic Plan is needed at this time. This recommendation to 

maintain the ICANN Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2026–2030 without changes is based on 

the BSPC’s assessment that the ICANN Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2026–2030 continues 

to meet ICANN’s needs.  

PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

Whereas, the Board, through the Board Strategic Planning Committee (BSPC), oversees the 

ICANN’s Annual Strategy Review Program (“Strategy Review”) to identify relevant trends 

and events that inform ICANN’s strategic planning efforts. As part of the 2026 Strategy 

Review, eight environment scan sessions were held in February through April 2026, with 



 

 
 

nearly 210 participants from the community, Board and ICANN organization. The objective 

of the Strategy Review is to ensure that the Strategic Plan is on track, remains relevant, and to 

evaluate if any adjustments to the Strategic Plan are necessary. 

Whereas, the BSPC, supported by ICANN org, reviewed and analyzed the results of the key 

emerging trends collected from the environmental scan sessions and considered any impacts 

on ICANN. The results are recorded in the ICANN 2026 Annual Strategy Review Report.  

Whereas, the BSPC recommended to the Board, after review and analysis of the key 

emerging trends, that ICANN’s Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2026–2030 does not need to 

change at this time. 

Resolved (2026.09.06.xx), the Board affirms that the ICANN Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 

2026 to 2030, as approved on 13 March 2025 shall remain in force and unchanged.  

 

PROPOSED RATIONALE:  

 

On 13 March 2025, the Board adopted the ICANN Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2026 to 

2030 and directed that as part of the ongoing annual planning cycle with the community, new 

trends or shifts in existing trends be evaluated to ensure that the Strategic Plan is on track and 

remains relevant. These efforts are conducted through the ICANN Annual Strategy Review 

Program. The Board, through the Strategic Planning Committee (BSPC) oversees the annual 

ICANN Annual Strategy Review Program to identify relevant trends and events that inform 

ICANN’s strategic planning efforts. The Board’s action today confirms that the current 

Strategic Plan remains relevant and on track and does not need to be modified. 

Who Was Consulted and What Was Raised? 

As part of the ICANN Annual Strategy Review Program, eight environment scan sessions 

were held between February and April 2026, with nearly 210 participants from the 

community, Board and ICANN organization.  The BSPC, supported by ICANN org, 

reviewed and analyzed the results of the key emerging trends collected from the 

environmental scan sessions and considered any impacts on ICANN. On the basis of the 

analysis of the insights collected in these environmental scan sessions, the BSPC discussed 

the impact of these trends on ICANN’s Strategic Plan. The BSPC identified that the high-

level strategies within the Strategic Plan still remain relevant and appropriate to allow 

ICANN to address these trends.  



 

 
 

 

A 2026 key emerging trend raised in all sessions with the Community is Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) and its impacts on ICANN, the Internet’s Unique Identifier Systems, and 

ICANN’s Multistakeholder Model. The Board discussed that AI posed both risks and 

opportunities for ICANN.  Other frequently raised trends included factors that could have the 

potential to result in shifts in the Domain Name System Marketplace such as the increase the 

popularity of apps and other name spaces that will have long-term impacts on registrars, 

registries, and the market. The full results are recorded in the ICANN 2026 Annual Strategy 

Review Report.   

What Factors did the Board Find Important? 

The Board considered the range of emerging trends and how those are addressed in the 

Strategic Plan. The Board also considered how the operational work of ICANN org to deliver 

on the Strategic Plan, including the Five Year  FY27–31 Operating Plan support the 

achievement of the strategies. The emerging trends are reflected across several Strategic 

Objectives, Goals and Strategies. A mapping of how the 2026 emerging trends are reflected 

in the FY26–30 Strategic Plan is provided as a supplemental resource. 

With the universal emphasis on monitoring the impacts from AI, the Board confirmed not 

only that the Strategic Plan remains relevant to address this, but also that these strategic 

priorities are already translated into operational efforts for ICANN that specifically address 

AI. In the Five Year FY27-31 Operating Plan and the FY27 Organizational Objectives there 

is planned work to monitor AI and a number of technologies that are currently emerging, as 

these technologies might either become integrated components of the global DNS system, 

complement it, or provide a similar role in other domains.  

 

This resolution is not expected to have a fiscal impact on ICANN, though changes to FY28 

ICANN’s Operating Plan, if any, might have an impact once approved. This action is 

expected to have a positive impact on the security, stability and resiliency of the domain 

name system (DNS) as it continues to support ICANN’s strategic work in this area. 

This resolution serves ICANN's mission in ensuring a secure and stable operation of the 

Internet's unique identifier systems. The ICANN Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2026–2030 



 

 
 

builds upon ICANN’s mission so that it may continue to effectively fulfill its strategic vision 

and meet new and continuously evolving challenges and opportunities. 

This resolution is in the public interest as the Strategic Plan guides ICANN's activities and 

informs ICANN's operating plans and budgets to fulfill its mission and vision for fiscal years 

2026 through 2030. The Strategic Plan serves the public interest by articulating the path 

towards a new vision to be a champion of the single, open, and globally interoperable 

Internet. The Strategic Plan complies with ICANN's commitments and is guided by ICANN's 

core values. 

This is an Organizational Administrative Function that has been subject to community 

consultation as noted above and is not requiring further public comment.   

REFERENCE MATERIALS:  

● ICANN 2026 Annual Strategy Review Report 

● ICANN 2026 Strategy Review Mapping of Emerging Trends to the FY26–30 Strategic 

Objectives and Goals 

 

Signature Block: 

Submitted by: Amitabh Singhal 

Position: Member of the ICANN Board, Chair of the Board Strategic 

Planning Board Committee 

Date Noted:  31 August 2026 

Email:  amitabh.singhal@board.icann.org 

 

 






























