
 
 
 

ICANN BOARD PAPER NO. 2021.02.08.1b 
 
 

TITLE: FY22 IANA Operating Plan and Budget 

PROPOSED ACTION: For Board Consideration and Approval  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

As required by the ICANN Bylaws, the draft FY22 IANA Operating Plan and Budget 

(OP&B) was developed and posted for public comment and discussion on 08 October 2020. 

The Board of Public Technical Identifiers (PTI) adopted the FY22 PTI OP&B on 13 January 

2021. The FY22 PTI OP&B then was provided to ICANN as input into the FY22 IANA 

OP&B. All public comments have been taken into consideration, and where appropriate and 

feasible, have been incorporated into a final FY22 IANA OP&B. Per the Bylaws, the IANA 

OP&B is to be adopted by the Board and then posted on the ICANN website.   

BOARD FINANCE COMMITTEE (BFC) RECOMMENDATION:   

The BFC recommended, after careful consideration of the public comments received and the 

corresponding responses, that the Board approve the FY22 IANA Operating Plan and Budget. 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 

Whereas, the draft FY22 IANA Operating Plan and Budget was posted for public comment in 

accordance with the Bylaws on 08 October 2020. 

Whereas, comments received through the public comment process were reviewed and 

responded to and provided to the BFC members for review and comment.   

 

Whereas, all public comments have been taken into consideration, and where appropriate and 

feasible, have been incorporated and a final FY22 IANA Operating Plan and Budget.  

 



 

Whereas, per the Bylaws, the IANA Operating Plan and Budget is to be adopted by the Board 

and then posted on the ICANN website.   

Resolved (2021.02.08.xx), the Board adopts the FY22 IANA Operating Plan and Budget. 

PROPOSED RATIONALE: 

In accordance with Section 22.4 of the ICANN Bylaws, the Board is to adopt an annual 

IANA budget and publish it on the ICANN website. On 08 October 2020 drafts of the FY22 

PTI Operating Plan and Budget and the FY22 IANA Operating Plan and Budget were posted 

for public comment. The PTI Board approved the PTI Budget on 13 January 2021, and the 

PTI Budget was received as input into the FY22 IANA Operating Plan and Budget.  

 

The draft FY22 PTI Operating Plan and Budget and the draft FY22 IANA Operating Plan 

and Budget were based on numerous discussions with members of ICANN org and the 

ICANN Community, including extensive consultations with ICANN Supporting 

Organizations, Advisory Committees, and other stakeholder groups throughout the prior 

several months. 

All comments received in all manners were considered in relation to the FY22 IANA 

Operating Plan and Budget.  Where feasible and appropriate these inputs have been 

incorporated into the final FY22 IANA Operating Plan and Budget proposed for adoption. 

Adopting the FY22 IANA Operating Plan and Budget will have a positive impact on ICANN 

in that it provides a proper framework by which the IANA services will be performed, which 

also provides the basis for the organization to be held accountable in a transparent manner.  

This decision is in the public interest and within ICANN’s mission, as it is fully consistent 

with ICANN’s strategic and operational plans, and the results of which in fact allow ICANN 

to satisfy its mission.   

This decision will have a fiscal impact on ICANN and the Community as is intended. This 

should have a positive impact on the security, stability and resiliency of the domain name 

system (DNS) with respect to any funding that is dedicated to those aspects of the DNS. 



 
 
 

This is an Organizational Administrative Function that has already been subject to public 

comment as noted above.   

Submitted By:  Xavier Calvez, SVP Planning & Chief Financial Officer 
Date Noted:  xx January 2021 
Email:   xavier.calvez@icann.org 
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1  Introduction 
 

ICANN org and PTI published the Draft FY22 PTI and FY22 IANA Operating Plan and Budgets on 
08 October 2020 for public comment. We received 41 specific comments from eight 

community groups.  
 
This document provides ICANN org and PTI’s responses to the 41 comments submitted 

through the public comment process. These responses were organized into four relevant 
themes, which constitute the four sections that follow this Introduction and precede the 
Appendix. To more effectively address the comments,  this document presents a narrative of 

ICANN org’s responses and all of the comment are located in the Appendix noted with 
relevant response section.  

 

To find responses to submitted questions: 
● Community organizations and individuals should first locate their organization name 

(or individual name) in the left-hand column (the Contributor column) of the 

Appendix. 

● The middle column (the Question/Comment column) displays the comment 
submitted by the organization or individual. If an organization or individual submitted 

more than one comment, these are located sequentially in the middle column 
adjacent to the name of the organization or individual. 

● The right-hand column (the Reference column) displays the section of this document 
that contains the response to the submitted comment. 

 

ICANN org and PTI welcome and recognize the diverse participation from stakeholders as 
ICANN org and PTI’s planning processes continue to evolve, including ICANN org’s Strategic 
Plan, Operating Plan, Budget, and on-going operational and financial updates. 
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2 Financial Data and Format 
 

2.1 Financial Data 
 
In future publications, a brief synopsis of the overall financials will be incorporated into the 
Executive Summary sections of both the PTI and IANA Operating Plan and Budget documents.  

 

ICANN org and PTI acknowledge that changing the verbiage of the charts to indicate the 
change from one year to the other has been confusing.  These changes were made in order to 

keep the PTI and IANA documents consistent across l ICANN org documents.  ICANN org and 
PTI will work to make the verbiage clear and concise in future publications.  In reference to 
the Appendices in the Operating Plan and Budgets, ICANN org and PTI will revise footnotes 

for more clarity and insight for community members.  Section 5 of this document includes a 
brief glossary and overview of terms to help clarify meanings and usage.  This glossary will 
also be incorporated into the PTI and IANA Operating Plan and Budget documents. 

 
Figures are shown in millions in order to maintain consistency with financial best practices 

across the ICANN org.  ICANN org and PTI will also consider showing more cost details and 

granularity in future publications.   
 
IANA customers and the core maintenance of the Root Zone Maintainer System, as well as 

other IANA functions, are well accounted for in the budget and remain a priority.  The FY22 

PTI and IANA Operating Plan and Budgets represent the appropriate support for the PTI and 
IANA services.  Therefore, a need for a base and an investment budget is not applicable.   

 
ICANN org and PTI continually strive to provide more information in the published documents 

to enhance transparency and accountability. ICANN org and PTI will implement further 

controls and align formatting and style for future operating and budget plans. ICANN org  and 

PTI encourage input from the community for improvements to future iterations.   

 
2.2 Covid-19 Global Pandemic 
 

Shortly after the publication of the FY21 Adopted PTI and IANA Operating Plans and Budgets, 
the world started to be affected by the Covid-19 global pandemic.  PTI and ICANN org has 
conducted almost all of its work remotely since March 2020.  The organization has managed 

operations during this economic crisis by being even more cost conscious, working remotely, 
and holding all meetings virtually, including three ICANN Public Meetings.  Fortunately, ICANN 
org’s funding has remained relatively stable thus far. 
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While many factors of the pandemic and its economic impact remain to be seen, PTI and 
ICANN org have developed a set of projections and assumptions to help guide the FY22 Draft 

Budget.    

o Funding for PTI Operations and IANA Services remain a priority and will continue 
to support all expected expenses 

o Travel & Meetings assume three face-to-face ICANN Public Meetings and otherwise 

unrestricted travel. 
o Key signing activities are planned to be fully operational, with contingency plans in 

place to allow their successful operation despite the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

associated changes are anticipated to have no material fiscal impact beyond 
typical operational costs. 

o Other cost categories are aligned with trends and operational activities 

ICANN org and PTI understand that their roles remain crucial to maintain the effective 
operation of the Internet.  PTI and ICANN org’s technical coordination of the Internet’s unique 
identifier systems plays a critical role in the security, stability, and resiliency of the Internet, 

and ICANN org will continue to oversee this endeavor.  Throughout the pandemic, the 
organization, community, and ICANN Board have performed their work successfully without 

face-to-face interaction.  Although ICANN org plans for FY22 to have stable funding and 

expenses based on historical levels, the organization is prepared to resume conducting its 
work remotely and reevaluate costs if necessary.  Organizational activities will continue to be 
carried out under principles of increased prudence, frugality, and with heightened attention 

to necessity. 
 

2.3 Year over Year Variances  
 

In response to comments regarding PTI’s FY20 expenses, FY20 expenses were lower than 
budget by $2.5M driven by lower than planned Personnel of 2.6 headcount or ($1.0M), Travel 

& Meetings ($0.4M), and Professional Services ($0.6M). Travel & Meetings expenses were lower 

than budget due to travel restrictions resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic.  Professional 
Services expenses were lower than budget due shared services expenses across ICANN org.    
The FY22 budget includes 2.1 additional headcount versus FY20 and assumes Travel is back to 

pre-pandemic levels.   
 

Capital expenses have increased over FY21 due to budgeting methodology.  For FY20, the 

capital expenses were $0.3M, of which $0.2M was for software development costs for the root 
zone.  During the budgeting process capital labor was previously not captured.  For FY22, this 
oversight has been corrected and the appropriate amount of $0.2M of capital labor for root 

zone software development has been captured.  
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In reference to the variances of figures for PTI Services by Names, Numbers, and Protocol 
Parameters, a steady decline is shown in all three groups versus the FY21 budget and a 

comparable increase across the three services versus the FY20 actuals.   

 
 

2.4 Personnel Expenses 
 

The FY22 PTI Operating Plan and Budget shows a reduction in headcount of 1 personnel in 

the direct dedicated cost pool.  In alignment with the ICANN org new hire process, requests to 
create new positions or fill existing vacant positions must be approved by the ICANN 
President and CEO, CFO, and the Senior Vice President of Human Resources. This rigorous 

process allows ICANN org to strategically evaluate each new hire, controlling headcount 
growth and ensuring proper allocation of resources.  At the time of the FY22 budget 

publication, the one personnel request still open from FY20 and FY21 budget had not yet 

been officially approved.  Therefore, the cost was not reflected in the FY22 budget.  PTI is a 
priority for ICANN org and new hires will be assessed accordingly.  Current staff will maintain 
their responsibilities and roles and as requirements increase, new hires will be evaluated and 

given priority.   

 
The incremental personnel expense growth from FY20 to FY22 is comprised of both 

merit/fringe increases and additional headcount: 
o Merit and fringe increase of 3% for current staff to occur in both FY21 and FY22.  The 

merit/fringe expenses refer to standard of living increases as well as overall 

corporation health and benefits costs. 
o 2.3 additional headcount.   
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3 PTI Structure and Information 
 

3.1 Strategic Planning 
 

PTI's work resides under one of ICANN's strategic goals in ICANN’s FY22-FY26 Strategic Plan, 
to "Continue to deliver and enhance the IANA functions with operational excellence."  The PTI 

Strategic Plan outlines multi-year development plans that have achievements and milestones 

reached year.  Many of the activities are inter-dependent of each other and rely heavily on 
personnel staff time and therefore definitive timelines difficult to predict.  ICANN org and PTI 
will assess adding more texture and possible time frames in future publications. 

 

Workstream 2 is a policy driven recommendation that ICANN org is currently working on  
implementation.  As such, PTI will receive and follow guidance from ICANN org on 

workstream 2 policy guidelines.    
 
ICANN org and PTI acknowledge that the GNSO council New gTLD Subsequent Procedures 

Policy Development Process Working Group is currently developing policy that may lead to 
changes to the existing Introduction of New Generic Top-Level Domains policy 
recommendations from 8 August 2007 as well as the Applicant Guidebook dated June 2012.   

 

3.2 PTI and IANA Structure 
 

ICANN org is committed to funding all IANA Functions per the ICANN bylaws “To maintain 
ongoing operational excellence and financial stability of the IANA functions (so long as they 

are performed by ICANN or pursuant to contract with ICANN) and PTI, ICANN shall be required 
to plan for and allocate funds to ICANN's performance of the IANA functions and to PTI, as 

applicable, that are sufficient to cover future expenses and contingencies to ensure that the 

performance of those IANA functions and PTI in the future are not interrupted due to lack of 
funding”.   
 

ICANN org acknowledges that the relationships between ICANN, IANA and PTI can be 

confusing at times.  ICANN is continually working to better communicate how each group fits 

together and the roles and responsibilities of each function.  Enhancements will be 

considered for both the visual and written explanation to better communicate the 
relationships.   
  



























ICANN BOARD SUBMISSION NO. 2021.02.08.1c 

TITLE: Board Audit Committee and Board Strategic Planning 
Committee Membership Change 

PROPOSED ACTION: For Board Consideration and Approval  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The Board Governance Committee (BGC) is responsible for “[c]reating and recommending to 

the full Board for approval a slate of nominees for Board Chair, Board Vice Chair, Chair and 

membership of each Board Committee, including filling any vacancies which may occur in these 

positions during the year; and overseeing the creation and membership of Board Working 

Groups and Board Caucuses.”  (BGC Charter, Sec. II.C.)  In this capacity, the BGC recently 

assessed the membership of Board Committees and Danko Jevtović has agreed to step down 

from the Board Audit Committee and be added to the Board Strategic Planning Committee.     

BOARD GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

The BGC recommends that Danko Jevtović no longer serve on the Board Audit Committee and 

that he be added to the Board Strategic Planning Committee. 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 

Whereas, the Board Governance Committee (BGC) is responsible for “[c]reating and 

recommending to the full Board for approval a slate of nominees for Board Chair, Board Vice 

Chair, Chair and membership of each Board Committee, including filling any vacancies which 

may occur in these positions during the year; and overseeing the creation and membership of 

Board Working Groups and Board Caucuses.”   

Whereas, in this capacity, the BGC has recommended that Danko Jevtović no longer serve on the 

Board Audit Committee and that he be added to the Board Strategic Planning Committee.     

Resolved (2021.02.08.xx), the Board approves the change in membership of the Board Audit 

Committee and Board Strategic Planning Committee as recommended by the BGC.   
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PROPOSED RATIONALE:   

Article 7, Section 7.2 and Article 14 of the ICANN Bylaws call for the Board to appoint 

the Board Chair, Board Vice Chair, and chairmanship and membership of each Board 
Committee, including filling any vacancies which may occur in these positions during 

the year.  

As part of its responsibilities, the BGC is tasked with “[c]reating and recommending to the full 

Board for approval a slate of nominees for Board Chair, Board Vice Chair, Chair and 

membership of each Board Committee, including filling any vacancies which may occur in these 

positions during the year; and overseeing the creation and membership of Board Working 

Groups and Board Caucuses.” (BGC Charter, Sec. II.C.)   

In this role, the BGC recently assessed the membership of Board Committees and Danko 

Jevtović has agreed to step down from the Board Audit Committee and be added to the Board 

Strategic Planning Committee.      

The appointment of Board Committee membership is consistent with ICANN’s Mission and is in 

the public interest as it is important to ensure that the Board and its Committees have the 

properly skilled expertise to carry forth ICANN’s Mission, Commitments and Core Values.  This 

decision will have no direct fiscal impact on the organization and no impact on the security, 

stability or resiliency of the domain name system. 

This decision is an Organizational Administrative Function that does not require public 

comment. 

Submitted By: Amy Stathos, Deputy General Counsel  
Date Noted:  27 January 2021 
Email: amy.stathos@icann.org  

 



                               ICANN BOARD PAPER NO. 2021-02-08-2a 

TITLE: Delegation of the לארשי . (“Israel”) domain representing Israel in 

Hebrew script to the Israel Internet Association 

PROPOSED ACTION: For Board Consideration and Approval 

REFERENCE: 1172755 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

As part of PTI’s responsibilities under the IANA Naming Function contract with ICANN, PTI 

has prepared a recommendation to authorize the delegation of the לארשי . top-level domain, 

comprised of the IDN ccTLD Fast Track approved string representing Israel in Hebrew script, 

to the Israel Internet Association.  

 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 

Sensitive Delegation Information



Resolved (2021.02.08.xx), as part of the exercise of its responsibilities under the IANA Naming 

Function Contract with ICANN, PTI has reviewed and evaluated the request to delegate the לארשי . 

top-level domain to the Israel Internet Association. The documentation demonstrates that the 

proper procedures were followed in evaluating the request. 

 

PROPOSED RATIONALE: 

Why the Board is addressing the issue now? 

In accordance with the IANA Naming Function Contract, PTI has evaluated a request for ccTLD 

delegation and is presenting its report to the Board for review. This review by the Board is 

intended to ensure that the proper procedures were followed. 

 

What is the proposal being considered? 

The proposal is to approve a request to create the לארשי . country-code top-level domain in 

Hebrew script and assign the role of manager to the Israel Internet Association. 

 

Which stakeholders or others were consulted? 

In the course of evaluating a delegation application, PTI consulted with the applicant and other 

interested parties. As part of the application process, the applicant needs to describe 

consultations that were performed within the country concerning the ccTLD, and their 

applicability to their local Internet community. 

 

What concerns or issues were raised by the community? 

PTI is not aware of any significant issues or concerns raised by the community in relation to 

this request. One party objected to the request and indicated its own intention to apply for 

delegation. The objector was invited to submit an alternative request but has not provided a 

timely response that could be assessed against the evaluation criteria. The policy does not 

provide a basis to delay evaluation of this request based on the potential for an alternate 

request, the first fully-qualified application is eligible to proceed on its individual merits. The 

service level agreements in the IANA Naming Functions contract also require the timely 

evaluation and implementation of qualified requests. 

 



What significant materials did the Board review? 

The Board reviewed the following evaluations: 

● The top-level domain is eligible for delegation, as the string has been deemed an 

appropriate representation of Israel through the ICANN Fast Track String Selection 

process, and Israel is presently listed in the ISO 3166-1 standard.  

● The relevant government has been consulted and does not object; 

● The proposed manager and its contacts agree to their responsibilities for managing 

this domain; 

● The proposal has demonstrated appropriate local Internet community consultation and 

support; 

● The proposal does not contravene any known laws or regulations; 

● The proposal ensures the domain is managed locally in the country, and is bound 

under local law; 

● The proposed manager has confirmed they will manage the domain in a fair and 

equitable manner; 

● The proposed manager has demonstrated appropriate operational and technical skills 

and plans to operate the domain; 

● The proposed technical configuration meets the technical conformance requirements; 

● No specific risks or concerns relating to Internet stability have been identified; and 

● Staff have provided a recommendation that this request be implemented based on the 

factors considered. 

 

These evaluations are responsive to the appropriate criteria and policy frameworks, such as 

"Domain Name System Structure and Delegation" (RFC 1591), "GAC Principles and 

Guidelines for the Delegation and Administration of Country Code Top Level Domains" and 

the ccNSO “Framework of Interpretation of current policies and guidelines pertaining to the 

delegation and redelegation of country-code Top Level Domain Names.” 

As part of the process, Delegation and Transfer reports are posted at 

http://www.iana.org/reports. 

 

What factors the Board found to be significant? 

The Board did not identify any specific factors of concern with this request. 

 



Are there positive or negative community impacts?  

The timely approval of country-code domain name managers that meet the various public 

interest criteria is positive toward ICANN’s overall mission, the local communities to which 

country- code top-level domains are designated to serve, and responsive to obligations under 

the IANA Naming Function Contract. 

 

Are there financial impacts or ramifications on ICANN (strategic plan, operating plan, 

budget); the community; and/or the public? 

The administration of country-code delegations in the DNS root zone is part of the IANA 

functions, and the delegation action should not cause any significant variance on pre-planned 

expenditure. It is not the role of ICANN to assess the financial impact of the internal operations 

of country-code top-level domains within a country. 

 

Are there any security, stability or resiliency issues relating to the DNS? 

ICANN does not believe this request poses any notable risks to security, stability or 

resiliency. This is an organizational administrative function not requiring public comment. 

 

SIGNATURE BLOCK: 

 

Submitted by: Kim Davies 

Position: Vice President, IANA Services, ICANN; President, PTI 

Date Noted: 20 January 2021 

Email: kim.davies@iana.org 



Sensitive Delegation Information



Report on the Delegation of the לארשי . (“Israel”) domain in 
Hebrew script to the Israel Internet Association  
 
14 January 2021 
 
This report is a summary of the materials reviewed as part of the process for the 
delegation of the לארשי . (“Israel”) top-level domain. It includes details regarding the 
proposed delegation, evaluation of the documentation pertinent to the request, and 
actions undertaken in connection with processing the delegation. 
 
FACTUAL INFORMATION 
 
Country 

The “IL” ISO 3166-1 two-letter country code from which the application’s eligibility 
derives is designated for use to represent Israel. 
 
String 
 
The domain under consideration for delegation at the DNS root level is “ לארשי ”. This is 
represented in ASCII-compatible encoding according to the IDNA specification as “xn--
4dbrk0ce”. The individual Unicode code points that comprise this string are U+05D9 
U+05E9 U+05E8 U+05D0 U+05DC. 
 
In the Hebrew language, the string’s translation is “Israel” in English. The string is 
expressed using the Hebrew script. 
 
Chronology of events 
 
The Israel Internet Association (association number 58-029-954-3, hereinafter “ISOC-
IL”) was informally established in 1994 as a sub-activity of the Israeli Association for 
Data Processing and chartered as the Israeli chapter of the Internet Society in January 
1995. 
 
In 1996, ISOC-IL began operating the Israeli Internet eXchange (IIX), an intra-Israeli 
internet exchange that connects a majority of the Israeli ISPs for sole intra-Israel internet 
communications. 
 
In February 1997, management of the .IL top-level domain was transferred to ISOC-IL 
from the Israel Inter-University Computation Center. ISOC-IL continues to manage the 
.IL top-level domain to this day. 
 
On 24 March 1997, ISOC-IL formally registered as an Association with Israel’s Ministry 
of the Interior whose main purpose is to “encourage connectivity and connection to the 
Internet of many sectors of the Israeli population through public relations, advertising, 
seminars, and lectures, and to promote and encourage efficient Internet services at 



reasonable prices by service providers.” 
 
In December 2000, the Israeli Minister of Communication issued the Internet Services 
Licensing Policy expressing the formal position of the Government of Israel regarding the 
management of the Israeli ccTLD as being within the sole jurisdiction of the Israeli 
Internet Community.  
 
In 2013, ISOC-IL created an Infrastructure Committee to provide public oversight of the 
operations of ISOC-IL, including input on the ccTLD registration policies. The 
committee is composed of two ISOC-IL board members, three public committee 
members, the CEO of ISOC-IL, and two observers. 
 
On 16 January 2020, ISOC-IL submitted a request to ICANN’s IDN Fast Track program 
for the string  “ לארשי ” to represent Israel using the Hebrew script. The IDN Fast Track 
DNS Stability Panel found that the applied-for string “presents none of the threats to the 
stability or security of the DNS identified in Module 4 of the Fast Track Implementation 
Plan, and presents an acceptably low risk of user confusion." On 19 May 2020, ICANN 
announced the successful String Evaluation of the Israel IDN country code top-level 
domain. 
 
On 17 June 2020, ISOC-IL initiated a request for delegation of the לארשי . top-level 
domain. 
 
On 13 October 2020, the Israeli Minister of Communication published an Internet 
Services Licensing Policy that restates the principles in the 2000 Policy Paper, expressing 
the government’s formal position that the ccTLD should be self-regulated by the Internet 
Community. The policy states that "the Ministry expects Internet service provision 
licensees and the Israeli Internet community to formulate themselves, in an appropriate 
forum and with public participation, self-regulatory activities for the Internet service 
industry, without its involvement, subject to the approval of the Antitrust Commissioner, 
if necessary." It also specifies that "the self-regulatory activities for the Internet industry, 
insofar as these do not fall under the scope of the Telecommunications Law, may include: 
(a) Managing the address space with the .il country code, allocating addresses, allocating 
IP addresses and publishing addresses for users in Israel and around the world." 
 
Proposed Manager and Contacts 
 
The proposed manager is the Israel Internet Association, registered as association number 
58-029-954-3, a non-profit society based in Israel. It reports to have around 200 members 
from various stakeholders in the Israeli Internet community and is managed by seven 
voluntary board members.  
 
The proposed administrative contact is Yoram Hacohen, Chief Executive Officer at 
ISOC-IL. The administrative contact is understood to be based in Israel. 
 
The proposed technical contact is Meir Kraushar, DNS Manager at ISOC-IL.  



 
EVALUATION OF THE REQUEST 

String Eligibility 

The top-level domain is eligible for delegation, as the string has been deemed an 
appropriate representation of Israel through the ICANN Fast Track String Selection 
process, and Israel is presently listed in the ISO 3166-1 standard.  
 
Public Interest 
 
Support was provided by the following: 
 

● Lirone Chimoni of LB Annatel Ltd., a local ISP in Israel 
● Nir Yogev, Director of Regulatory and Government Relations at Cellcom Ltd., an 

Israeli ISP 
● Moshe Fogel, Chief Executive Officer of Communigal Communications Ltd. 

(Galcomm.com), an ICANN accredited registrar and registrar of .IL domains 
● Dr. Sagit Zilberberg, Chief Executive Officer of ESHNAV - People for Smart use 

of the Internet, a non-profit non-governmental organization 
● Revital Poleg, Executive Director at Wikimedia Israel 
● Gadi Blander, Chief Executive Officer at Internic Israel/Interspace Ltd. an 

ICANN accredited registrar 
● Netanel Abargel, Chief Executive Officer and Founder of uPress Inc., a hosting 

and domain registration company 
● Ramy Nahum, Chief Executive Officer at Triple C Cloud Computing Ltd. 
● Dr Nicholas John, Department of Communications at the Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem 
● Dr. Anat Ben-David, Senior Lecturer, Department of Sociology, Political Science, 

and Communication at the Open University of Israel 
● Professor Orr Dunkelman, Department of Computer Science at the University of 

Haifa 
● Dorit Lerer, Deputy Director General at the Academy of the Hebrew Language  
● Dana Yaffe, Clinical Director of the Legal Clinic on Digital Rights in Cyberspace 

at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
 
Domain the Net Technologies Ltd., a domain name registrar in Israel, provided a 
statement opposing this request and has expressed its own interest in managing the לארשי . 
top-level domain.  
 
The Government of Israel has been notified about the application but has not provided a 
statement of support for ISOC-IL or any other party. The Ministry of Justice has asserted 
that the domain is not under the authority of any specific government ministry. PTI is in 
receipt of additional letters from specific ministries and government agencies in Israel 
that disclaim their interest in nominating the party that should manage the domain. The 
October 2020 Internet Services Licensing Policy supports the notion that it is the position 
of the Government of Israel to not be involved in these matters. 



 
The application is consistent with known applicable laws and regulations in Israel.  
The proposed manager undertakes responsibilities to operate the domain in a fair and 
equitable manner.  
 
Based in country 
 
The proposed manager is constituted in Israel. The proposed administrative contact is 
understood to be resident in Israel. The registry is to be operated in Israel.  
  
Stability 
 
The application does not involve a transfer of domain operations from an existing domain 
registry, and therefore stability aspects relating to registry transfer are not relevant. 
 
Competency 
 
The application has provided information on the technical and operational infrastructure 
and expertise that will be used to operate the proposed new domain.  
 
Proposed policies for management of the domain have also been tendered. 
 
EVALUATION PROCEDURE 
 
PTI is tasked with coordinating the Domain Name System root zone as part of a set of 
functions governed by a contract with ICANN. This includes accepting and evaluating 
requests for delegation and transfer of top-level domains. 
 
A subset of top-level domains are designated for the local Internet communities in 
countries to operate in a way that best suits their local needs. These are known as 
country-code top-level domains (ccTLDs), and are assigned to responsible managers that 
meet a number of public-interest criteria for eligibility. These criteria largely relate to the 
level of support the manager has from its local Internet community, its capacity to 
ensure stable operation of the domain, and its applicability under any relevant local laws. 
 
Through the IANA Services performed by PTI, requests are received for delegating new 
ccTLDs, and transferring or revoking existing ccTLDs. An investigation is performed on 
the circumstances pertinent to those requests, and the requests are implemented where 
they are found to meet the criteria. 
 
Purpose of evaluations 
 
The evaluation of eligibility for ccTLDs, and of evaluating responsible managers 
charged with operating them, is guided by a number of principles. The objective of the 
assessment is that the action enhances the secure and stable operation of the Internet’s 
unique identifier systems. 



 
 In considering requests to delegate or transfer ccTLDs, input is sought regarding the 

proposed new manager, as well as from persons and organizations that may be 
significantly affected by the change, particularly those within the nation or territory to 
which the ccTLD is designated.  

The assessment is focused on the capacity for the proposed manager to meet the 
following criteria: 
 
• The domain should be operated within the country, including having its 
manager and administrative contact based in the country. 
 
• The domain should be operated in a way that is fair and equitable to all groups in the 
local Internet community. 
 
• Significantly interested parties in the domain should agree that the prospective 
manager is the appropriate party to be responsible for the domain, with the desires of the 
national government taken very seriously. 
 
• The domain must be operated competently, both technically and operationally. 
Management of the domain should adhere to relevant technical standards and 
community best practices. 
 
• Risks to the stability of the Internet addressing system must be adequately 
considered and addressed, particularly with regard to how existing identifiers will 
continue to function. 
 
Method of evaluation 
 
To assess these criteria, information is requested from the applicant regarding the 
proposed manager and method of operation. In summary, a request template is sought 
specifying the exact details of the delegation being sought in the root zone. In addition, 
various documentation is sought describing: the views of the local internet community 
on the application; the competencies and skills of the manager to operate the domain; 
the legal authenticity, status and character of the proposed manager; and the nature of 
government support for the proposal.  
 
After receiving this documentation and input, it is analyzed in relation to existing root 
zone management procedures, seeking input from parties both related to as well as 
independent of the proposed manager should the information provided in the original 
application be deficient. The applicant is given the opportunity to cure any deficiencies 
before a final assessment is made. 
 
Once all the documentation has been received, various technical checks are performed 
on the proposed manager’s DNS infrastructure to ensure name servers are properly 
configured and are able to respond to queries correctly. Should any anomalies be 



detected, PTI will work with the applicant to address the issues. 
 
Assuming all issues are resolved, an assessment is compiled providing all relevant 
details regarding the proposed manager and its suitability to operate the relevant top-
level domain. 
 



ICANN BOARD SUBMISSION NO. 2021.02.08.2b 

TITLE: Revised Board Committee and Leadership Selection 
Procedures 

PROPOSED ACTION: For Consideration and Approval  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The Board Governance Committee (BGC) is responsible for “[c]reating and recommending to 

the full Board for approval a slate of nominees for Board Chair, Board Vice Chair, Chair and 

membership of each Board Committee, including filling any vacancies which may occur in these 

positions during the year; and overseeing the creation and membership of Board Working 

Groups and Board Caucuses.”  (BGC Charter, Sec. II.C.)  In this capacity, the BGC evaluated the 

Board Committee and Leadership Selection Procedures (Procedures), and is recommending that 

the Procedures be revised to align with current selection practices.  As reflected in the redline 

Procedures attached as Attachment A to the Reference Materials, the proposed revisions are: (1) 

adding a reference to the slating of Board Working Groups and Caucuses leadership and 

membership; (2) adding references to the recently revised Practice for Board Engagement in 

Developing Slate for Board Leadership; and (3) adding updates to the Board leadership slating 

process to reflect the same changes that were made in the revised Practice for Board Engagement 

in Developing Slate for Board Leadership.    

BOARD GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

The BGC recommends that the Board adopt the proposed revisions to the Board Committee and 

Leadership Selection Procedures, attached as Attachment A to the Reference Materials, to align 

with current selection practices.  

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 

Whereas, the Board Governance Committee has reviewed and recommended revisions to the 

Board Committee and Leadership Selection Procedures so that they to align with current 

practices. 

Resolved (2021.02.08.XX), the revised Board Committee and Leadership Selection Procedures 

are approved.   
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PROPOSED RATIONALE:   

As part of its responsibilities, the BGC is tasked with “[c]reating and recommending to the full 

Board for approval a slate of nominees for Board Chair, Board Vice Chair, Chair and 

membership of each Board Committee, including filling any vacancies which may occur in these 

positions during the year; and overseeing the creation and membership of Board Working 

Groups and Board Caucuses.” (BGC Charter, Sec. II.C.)   

In this role, the BGC has recommended, and the Board agrees, that Board approve revisions to 

the Board Committee and Leadership Selection Procedures, to align those Procedures with 

current selection practices. 

The action is consistent with ICANN’s mission and is in the public interest as it is important to 

ensure that procedures for Board Committee and leadership selection are up to date and reflect 

current practices.  This decision will have no direct fiscal impact on the organization and no 

impact on the security, stability or resiliency of the domain name system. 

This decision is an Organizational Administrative Function that does not require public 

comment. 

Submitted By: Amy Stathos, Deputy General Counsel  
Date Noted:  26 January 2021 
Email: amy.stathos@icann.org  

 









REFERENCE MATERIALS – BOARD SUBMISSION NO. 2021.02.08.2b 

 

TITLE: Revised Board Committee and Leadership 
Selection Procedures 

 

Documents 

The following attachment is relevant to the Board’s consideration of the proposed 

revisions to the Board Committee and Leadership Selection Procedures 

Attachment A is the proposed revised Board Committee and Leadership Selection 

Procedures in redlined format.   

 

 

 Submitted By: Amy Stathos, Deputy General Counsel 

Date Noted: 26 January 2021 

Email: amy.stathos@icann.org 




