
 
 
 

 Dear ICANN Accredited Registrar, 
  
ICANN is primarily funded by the fees remitted by gTLD registry operators (registries) and 
ICANN accredited registrars (registrars) operating in the gTLD domain name registration 
space.  After more than a decade of no changes to the registry-level and registrar-level fees, 
ICANN would like to increase the fees it charges to both parties. This is one of several steps 
ICANN is taking to ensure its financial sustainability for years to come to perform its mission for 
the benefit of the Internet community as a whole.   
  
ICANN would like to adjust the variable accreditation fees starting 1 July 2025 (the start of the 
next ICANN fiscal year) by removing the 10% reduction on such fees put in place in 2010 to 
incentivize the early adoption of the 2009 Registrar Accreditation Agreement. The yearly fixed 
accreditation fee will remain the same. 
  
To illustrate the impact of the planned adjustment, please refer to the below table: 
  
Current and Planned Adjusted Registrar-Level Fees for July 1, 2025 

  Annual Fixed 
Accreditation Fee 

Transaction-Based 
Fee 

Total Per-Registrar 
Variable Fee* 

Current Fees $4,000 $0.18 $3.42 million  

Adjusted Fees $4,000 $0.20 $3.80 million 

*Note: The total Per-Registrar Variable Fee fees is divided equitably among all active registrars 
based on ICANN’s level of effort in providing services to each registrar, regardless of registrar 
transaction amounts. Please refer to the Registrar Billing Frequently Asked Questions document 
for details on how these variable fees are calculated. 
These planned adjustments to fees will follow the processes in the 2013 Registrar Accreditation 
Agreement, including approval by the ICANN Board of Directors of ICANN’s annual operating 
plan and budget. The development process of ICANN’s annual operating plan and budget 
includes a public comment proceeding, a report of public comments, changes as needed, and 
concludes with consideration by the ICANN Board of Directors. As always, the variable 
accredited fees will then go through the normal annual registrar fee voting process. If an 
affirmative vote by the registrars is achieved, ICANN will apply the adjusted registrar variable 

https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/files/registrar-billing-faq-21dec21-en.pdf


accreditation fees starting in its fiscal year 2026 (July 2025 - June 2026). ICANN plans to send 
the first invoice with the adjusted fee in October 2025.  
  
Should the annual registrar fee vote reject the proposed variable accreditation fees, ICANN will 
apply the variable accreditation fees to registries, who will then pass through and collect those 
fees from registrars.  
  
For your information, ICANN also plans to adjust the fees it charges to most registries to 
account for price inflation over the last year, as contemplated by the terms of the registry 
agreement. Further details regarding the adjustment are being communicated to the registries 
separately. 
  
We appreciate your long-standing commitment to the success of ICANN and multistakeholder 
Internet governance. For any questions, please contact globalsupport@icann.org. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Russ Weinstein 
Vice President, GDD Accounts and Services 
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) 
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