
3 February 2026 

Thomas Rickert 
Director, Names & Numbers 
eco – Association of the Internet Industry 

RE: Request to Adjust Initial RSP Publication Timeline to Prevent Competitive 
Disadvantages 

Dear Thomas, 

Thank you for your 26 January 2026 letter regarding the publication of the initial List of 
Evaluated Registry Service Providers (RSPs) for the New Generic Top-Level Domains 
Program: 2026 Round. We appreciate your feedback and concerns around what information 
would be included in the initial list published on 30 January and how it may negatively affect 
RSPs still undergoing evaluation.  

On 27 January, ICANN published a blog stating that the initial List of Evaluated RSPs will 
include organizations that have cleared evaluation and organizations that have cleared 
some, but not all, of the technical evaluations. This comprehensive list, which was first 
published on 30 January, contained the most up-to-date information on the status of RSP 
applicants for these services as of 28 January, end of day UTC. The list is being updated on 
an ongoing basis as applicants progress through the evaluation process.  

We believe that this adjustment addresses your concern and aligns with the second 
suggestion in your letter. ICANN looks forward to continuing to work with you through both 
the RSP evaluation process and 2026 Round. 

Sincerely, 

Kurt Erik Lindqvist 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) 

https://newgtldprogram.icann.org/en/application-rounds/round2/rsp
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